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Act 1 Act 2

Overture Entr’act
Calcutta, 1947 Robben Island
Solitaire Let me enter with my children
Sometimes living in a not quite world When | return
Voices through the wind Mississippi lies
Words thoughts rocks breaking This thing is like a wheel

The Soul of the Rock presents historical and interpretive images from the journey towards peace
through non-violence. As a "people’s opera"” it is influenced by the street plays and musicians of
South Africa, Europe, and the United States. The libretto is based on primary sources from the
lives and writings of Gandhi, King, Mandela, Tolstoy, and many others. Documents from nearly
every part of the world and representing 2000 year’s of history are incorporated into the libretto.
The Man and Woman are universal figures recalling these words and seeking an answer to the
hope of individual and world peace. The work is dedicated to my father whose life expressed
spiritual peace.

Calcutta, 1947 recreates Gandhi’s attempt to quell a riot between Hindus and Muslims.

Solitaire and Sometimes living in a not quite world: Scenes in this work are loosely defined as
historical, personal, or interpretive. These are personal scenes that address the strife of
homelessness, poverty and separation.

Voices through the wind: The prisoner’s text is from Solzhenitsyn..

Words thoughts rocks breaking: interprets the text from a poem by Du Fu.

Robben Island: South African political prisoners were held in this prison during Apartheid.

Let me enter with my children: interprets the text of a poem by Mazisi Kunene.

When | return: a personal scene

Mississippi lies: In the summer of 1964, college students volunteered to go to the South and help
African-Americans register to vote. Three of these students were murdered and Dr. King led a
march in their memory. During the march, the Deputy who was later found guilty of the murders
confronted him.

This thing is like a wheel: The title refers to a poem by Oupa Thando Mthimkulu. The work

concludes with the hope that through the small and large efforts of each of us, oppression and
inequity will one day end.
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Act 1/Scene 1: Calcutta, 1947
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Hindi text translation:

jaao!> Go!

chhoD.o! > Leave!

haTo! > Move!

abhee! > Now!

tum! > You!
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