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Notes and Synopsis

Euridice is considered the first surviving modern opera. As an admittedly post-modern composer, |
have been drawn to the juxtaposition or convergence of historical elements and cultural influences.
As | learned more about the history surrounding this first-ever journey into a new musical form, it
seemed like a natural “artifact” to expand in a contemporary setting.

The original Euridice was composed by Jacopo Peri for the wedding of King Henry IV of France
and Maria de Medici. It was performed on October 6, 1600 in Florence at the Plaza Pitti.
Historians now observe that some of the music was actually written by Giulio Caccini.

My intention was to preserve the original musical content and recast it into a contemporary
ensemble incorporating technology. Synthesizers and vocal processing are used and the
ensemble consists of soprano, two keyboardists, and a multi instrumentalist. Coincidentally, just
as Peri performed the role of Orfeo in the 1600 performance, | sang Orfeo and other essential male
roles with my voice processed with a harmonizer.

Most of the following events are portrayed in this version. Italian is used for texts that are original to
the work. English is used for texts that are new additions or adaptations.

Prologue

The original prologue was a narrative by the traditional Greek dramatic character “Tragedy” who
told of how he usually made the audience “turn pale with pity” However, on this special occasion
(the royal wedding which this performance was celebrating) his usual fateful state is chased away.
“Behold, | change my gloomy and dark robes to awaken in the heart sweeter emotions.”

Scene One

Euridice and her hand maidens are awaiting a visit by her husband-to-be, Orfeo. They are outside
in a sun-filled meadow, dancing and singing. They are chatting about how wonderful it is that
Orfeo and Euridice will be wed.

Scene Two

Orfeo and his trusted friend Arcetro are sitting reminiscing together about how sad Orfeo had been
before he met Euridice. But now that he has found her, he is completely happy. They discuss how
everyone is joyous about the wedding. A shepherd, Tirsi, stops by to give his congratulations.
Just at this moment, the worst news arrives. Dafne, one of Euridice’s handmaids arrives to tell
Orfeo that his bride was bitten by a poisonous snake suddenly died. At the end of the scene,
Orfeo sings a lament and promises to come to her.

Scene Three
Orfeo rushes to the meadow. Arcetro follows but because Orfeo is so sad and distraught, he does

not know what to do. Orfeo eventually finds the very spot where she had died and falls on the
ground. His tears mix with drops of her blood that remain on the ground. Suddenly out of the sky,



a woman riding a chariot pulled by doves appears. The woman lands near Orfeo and reachers out
her hand to him. He joins her in the chariot and they ride off into the heavens

Scene Four

The woman in the chariot is Venus, and she has taken Orfeo to the gates of the underworld. Orfeo
confronts Pluto and asks to have Euridice returned to him on Earth. Pluto argues that it is against
all laws. Eventually, the power of Orfeo’s beautiful song convinces Pluto. Orfeo is allowed to enter
the underworld and take Euridice back.

Scene Five

At the end of the day, the friends and handmaidens have gathered again in the meadow. They are
sad at the loss of Euridice and worried that Orfeo has flown off to somewhere unknown. Aminta,
one of the handmaidens arrives and says that Euridice is alive; she has seen her with Orfeo at the
home of her parents. Soon afterward, Euridice and Orfeo arrive and everyone is happy. The opera
ends with the entire cast singing and dancing.
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